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NEW YEAR 

People living in big cities in Turkey traditionally celebrate the New Year in city squares, from where they can watch fireworks 

at midnight between New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. Small-town residents often try to come to bigger cities for the 

celebrations. In Istanbul, for example, many residents and visitors participate in festivities at Taksim Square. 

New Year’s Eve generally ends with a countdown, but parties and street performances last until dawn. Late celebrations are 

also common for house parties with friends and relatives and festivities at hotels and restaurants. The morning of January 1 

is usually quiet. People who celebrated the New Year’s Eve in out-of-town locations, such as ski resorts, generally start 

returning home in the late afternoon. It is also common for people to visiting relatives and friends who were not around 

them on December 31 and for people to exchange small gifts to each other. 

New Year’s Day is a public holiday and is generally a quiet day in Turkey on January 1. All administration buildings, schools 

and post offices, as well as most businesses are closed on this day. Public transport may run less frequently than usual 

because fewer people need to travel on this day. Highways may be overcrowded in the late afternoon because many people 

may be returning from out-of-town holiday centers. 

http://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Kcs3tht74XDldM&tbnid=tj71iHMUNycGhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bookhooking.blogspot.com/p/january.html&ei=CX3OUth85Z3RBcyzgQg&bvm=bv.59026428,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHk_PAWp1kUb3CfmWTImUzPUsr_MA&ust=1389350461311217
http://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GtqCr8MsKZpzwM&tbnid=Z1AWppYFs2pVmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.dunya.com/86.-yil-gorsel-solenle-kutlandi-256g-p13.htm&ei=D9nPUozjDYPT0QW8mYHoDg&psig=AFQjCNHMptLTFg_8W0ec3VN3f2kpA1TRmQ&ust=1389439595591316


 

              
 

                           
 

Valentine's Day 

Valentine's Day is a relative newcomer to Turkey. It was popularized  in the mid-80s. Turks know Valentine's Day by the 

name Sevgililer Günü which literally means Lovers Day. 

That is, while the origins of the holiday in the West are traced back to a Christian martyr, in Turkey, the holiday exists 

solely in a romantic context.Many places from shopping malls to restaurants, from big stores to nightclubs are decorated with 

red roses and red hearts as of early February. Valentine's Day special programs in big hotels, special parties at nightclubs, and 

dinners in famous restaurants with red roses, heart shaped cakes in pastry shops, various promotions in big stores and 

shopping malls are among the activities for Valentine's Day.  
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Nevruz Celebrations 

The day accepted as the New Year’s Day by the Turks living in Central Asia, Anatolian Turks and Iranians is called Nevruz. It 

is a combination of the Persian words Nev (New) and Ruz (Day). It corresponds to March 22nd according to the Western 

calendar and March 9th according to the Moslem one, when the day and the night are of equal length and is known by such 

names as "Nevruz-i Sultani,” "Sultan Nevruz," "Sultan Navriz" and "Mart Dokuzu" (Ninth of March).  

Although it is has been claimed that Nevruz was a Persian conception, it also appears in the Twelve Animal Turkish Calendars, 

and had been known to the Turks and celebrated by them for a very long time. The principle view of Nevruz is that it is a 

celebration of independence. Hence, Nevruz has been accepted as the beginning of the new year by Turks and has still been 

celebrating with festivals. Not only Nevruz Day, but also Nevruz Night has a heavenly significance for the people of Eastern 

Anatolia. It is believed that all creatures and things prostrate themselves before God on this night. That day, every 

individual’s fortune and future for the next year is set out. People prepare for the new year by wearing new and beautiful 

clothes. Meals are cooked in the home, and mutual visits take place.Another of the traditions related to Nevruz is “March 

thread”. Pieces of cloth are tied to trees to protect them from the sun as the weather begins to warm up as of March 21. 



          
  

APRIL 23rd INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S DAY 

This national day (23rd April National Sovereignty and Children's Day) in Turkey is a unique event. The founder of the 

Turkish Republic, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, dedicated April 23 to the children of the country to emphasize that they are the 

future of the new nation.  

Every year, the children in Turkey celebrate this "Sovereignty and Children's Day" as a national holiday. Schools participate in 

week-long ceremonies marked by performances in all fields in large stadiums watched by the entire nation. Among the 

activities on this day, the children send their representatives to replace state officials and high ranking bureaucrats in their 

offices. The President, the Prime Minister, the Cabinet Ministers, provincial governors all turn over their positions to 

children's representatives. These children, in turn, sign executive orders relating to educational and environmental policies. On 

this day, the children also replace the parliamentarians in the Grand National Assembly and hold a special session to discuss 

matters concerning children's issues.  

Over the last two decades, the Turkish officials have been working hard to internationalize this important day. Their efforts 

resulted in large number of world states' sending groups of children to Turkey to participate in the above stated festivities. 

During their stay in Turkey, the foreign children are housed in Turkish homes and find an important opportunity to interact 

with the Turkish kids and learn about each other's countries and cultures. The foreign children groups also participate in the 

special session of the Grand National Assembly.  
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THE COMMEMORATION OF ATATÜRK, YOUTH AND SPORTS DAY(19th May) 

The founder of the Turkish Republic, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, arrived in Samsun on May 19, 1919, to start a popular 

uprising against the decision of the World War I allies to divide many territories of the defeated Ottoman Empire. Turkey 

presently accepts the date of Atatürk’s arrival in Samsun as the starting date of the Turkish War of Independence. Following 

Atatürk’s wish, the Turkish government declared May 19 to be Youth and Sports Day and made it an official holiday in 

1938. The day received its present name, the “Commemoration of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day”, in 1981, which became 

the 100th anniversary of Atatürk’s birth. 

In the run-up to the May 19 celebrations, young Turkish athletes carry the national flag from Samsun, a Black Sea port from 

where Mustafa Kemal Atatürk started Turkey’s War of Independence in 1919, to Ankara, the country’s capital. The marathon 

usually takes about 10 days. The Turkish president accepts the flag at a ceremony on May 19. 

Various sports events take place on May 19 throughout Turkey. Many people celebrate this day by watching athletes perform 

at their local stadiums or by participating in sports events that are open to the public, such as half-marathons. University 

students usually prepare special programs for their teachers and parents on this day. 

The Commemoration of Atatürk, Youth and Sports Day is an official holiday in Turkey. All administration buildings, post 

offices, schools, and most businesses are closed on this day.  
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http://www.google.com.tr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ciR4w52ulUUDDM&tbnid=proI5ovzMgcWqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://omactivities.blogspot.com/2012_05_13_archive.html&ei=5qglUt2vAobAswb7nYHgCw&bvm=bv.51495398,d.Yms&psig=AFQjCNFgOmTK9VK6KIh1sm5QqQ_ouXAa0w&ust=1378286170370395
http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/city.html?n=3296


 
       
 

                      
 

The Plateau Festivals 

  The Plateau Festivals are of the most famous of all Turkish festivities in The Black Sea Region. The festivals take place on 

high plateaus which are called ‘yayla’. They dance as a big circle and play their national folk dance ‘horon’  Some musical 

events, such as concerts ,also take place. Some of the celebrations suggest a ritualistic origin from ancient and forgotten 

hostilities related to the delicate issue of yayla demarcation amongst the various communities of the mountains. The most 

important aspect of these festivals is their unifying aspect as too many people from different parts of the country come 

together with peace. 
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Nasreddin Hoca Festival 

Nasreddin Hoca was a satirical Sufi, believed to have lived and died during the 13th century in Akşehir, near Konya in  Turkey. 

He is considered a populist philosopher and wise man, remembered for his funny stories and anecdotes.He appears in thousands 

of stories, sometimes witty, sometimes wise, ut often, too, a fool or the butt of a joke. A Nasreddin story usually has a 

subtle humour and a pedagogic nature. The International Nasreddin Hodja fest is celebrated between 5 and 10 July in his 

hometown every year. 

Today, Nasreddin stories are told in a wide variety of regions, especially across the Muslim world and have been translated 

into many languages. Some regions independently developed a character similar to Nasreddin, and the stories have become 

part of a larger whole. In many regions, Nasreddin is a major part of the culture, and is quoted or alluded to frequently in 

daily life. Since there are thousands of different Nasreddin stories, one can be found to fit almost any occasion. 

Some people say that, whilst uttering what seemed madness, he was, in reality, divinely inspired, and that it was not 

madness but wisdom that he uttered. 

1996–1997 was declared International Nasreddin Year by UNESCO 

http://chahshue.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/july-dragonfly.png
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Victory Day in Turkey 

         

Victory Day (local name: Zafer Bayramı) on August 30 is a national holiday in Turkey to commemorate the victory in 

the Battle of Dumlupınar, the one of the final battles and the most decisive one in the Turkish War of Independence in 1922. 

Many people in Turkey celebrate Victory Day by attending military parades, which take place in many big cities throughout 

the country. Air forces celebrate the day with demonstration flights. The jets involved in such flights usually leave a red-and-

white trail, symbolizing the Turkish flag.Residents and shop owners decorate their windows with Turkish flags and images of 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. State officials attend a ceremony at Atatürk's Mausoleum in Ankara. All promotions in the Turkish 

Armed Forces take place on this day, and military schools hold annual graduation ceremonies on August 30. 

Victory Day is a national public holiday in Turkey on August 30. Administration buildings and schools are closed on this day. 

Workers in private companies may have a day off or work until noon, but most large supermarkets and shops stay open.  

Although foreign forces left the country for good in the autumn (or fall) of 1922, Turkish people accept August 30 as the 

date of the Turkish troops’ overall victory. Victory Day was first celebrated in only a few cities in Turkey – such as Ankara, 

Izmir and Afyonkarahisar – on August 30, 1923. It became a national holiday in 1935. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holidays_in_Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Dumlup%C4%B1nar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_War_of_Independence


 

 

             
 

 

PRIMARY EDUCATION WEEK 

The first week of education is celebrated as the “Primary Education Week” all over Turkey. This week generally starts with 

the speech of the Minister of Education on the state TV channel. Then , all schools in Turkey have celebrations at their 

schools about education week. They try to mention the importance of education in life toeverybody, especially to the 

students. Students read poems, sing songs, present  dance performances and play funny games. They have fun while 

celebrating the week. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

         

  The Republic Day of Turkey 

The Republic Day of Turkey marks the creation of the Turkish Republic in 1923. After Turkey’s victory in the War of 

Independence (1919-1923), the Turkish parliament proclaimed the new Turkish state as a republic. A new constitution, which 

the parliament adopted on October 29, 1923, replaced the constitution of the Ottoman Empire. The leader in the Turkish 

War of Independence, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, became the country’s first president on the same day. According to Atatürk, 

Republic Day is Turkey’s most important holiday. 

Many people go to local stadiums on October 29 to watch performances dedicated to Republic Day in Turkey. Such 

performances usually consist of theater sketches, poetry readings and traditional Turkish dances. Many school children 

participate in school performances for parents and teachers. Parades may take place in some cities and politicians may give 

public speeches on this day. Many people also lay wreaths to Atatürk’s monuments or visit Atatürk’s mausoleum in the 

country’s capital, Ankara. 

In the evening of October 29 many cities have traditional processions with flags and musical bands to commemorate Republic 

Day in Turkey. The processions usually end with fireworks, which begin after dark. 

Republic Day is an official national holiday in Turkey. Public administration buildings, schools, post offices and many small 

businesses are usually closed on this day. The afternoon of the previous day, October 28, is also an official holiday. 
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Şeb-i Aruz 

Mevlana is internationally known for his poems and words of wisdom giving the massage of tolerance, love, peace, positive 

reasoning and embracing all faiths. The mystic died in Konya on Dec. 17 in 1273, and Şeb-i Arus ceremonies are generally held 

in Konya. 

Seb-i Arus. The Wedding Night. The Night of Reunion. Every year the 17th of December is celebrated as the night of 

Mevlana's reunion with his Beloved, with the Divine. During his last hours his wife pleaded with him to not leave, to ask God 

to let him stay here a little longer. Mevlana's reply was thus: Am I a thief ? Have I stolen someone's goods? Is this why you 

would confine me here and keep me from being rejoined with my Love? So we see his opinion of death. It is the time of 

release from this cage of the body; the time when the bird of the soul flies free. But it is thus for the soul which has 

realized the Divine within and has become purified of all earthly desires. For those on the path of Mevlana , Seb-i Arus is a 

celebration, like a festival of the beauties being offered every moment to the Lovers of God: the orchestra plays, the chorus 

chants and the Mevlevi dervishes whirl as people from dozens of countries near and far, rich and poor, Islamic and non-Islamic, 

sit and silently participate.  

Every year the commemoration ceremonies reaffirm that we are all one people, and that we can and should live together in 

harmony no matter what our background or belief is.  
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Epiphany /Theophaneia 

January 6th 

  

Epiphany is one of the most important Christian festivals, as it shows 
how God comes to His people and reveals His salvation to the world. The word 

Epiphany comes from the Greek word “epiphaneia”, which means 
"appearance" or "manifestation". The Epiphany celebrates the baptism of 
Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. 

In Greece it is also called the "Phōta" (Greek: Φώτα, "Lights") and customs 
include the Great Blessing of the Waters. It marks the cleansing of the 

seas  from "kalikántzaroi", the goblins that try to torment God-fearing Christians through the festive season. 
At this ceremony, a cross is thrown into the water, and the men try to get it for good luck. The man who gets 

it first, swims back and he is considered to be blessed throughout the year. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Blessing_of_Waters#Great_Blessing_of_Waters_at_Theophany


 

ΑΠΟΚΡΙΕΣ(Αpokriés) 

 
 

 

 
 
The Carnival season in Greece is known as the Apokriés (Greek: Αποκριές, "saying 
goodbye to meat"), or the season of the "Opening of the Triodion", so named after 
the liturgical book used by the church from then until the Holy Week. 
One of the season's high points is Tsiknopempti (Greek: Τσικνοπέμπτη,"Smoke Thursday"), when celebrants en-
joy grilled or barbecued meat dinners at taverns or friends' homes; the ritual is repeated the following Sun-
day. The following week, the last before Lent, is called Tyrinē (Greek: Τυρινή, "cheese [week]") because eat-
ing meat is not allowed, but dairy products are. The Great Lent begins on "Clean Monday", the day after 
"Cheese Sunday". Throughout the Carnival season, people disguise themselves as maskarádes ("masqueraders") and 
revel till dawn. These festivities reach their peak in the procession of splendid floats representing a theme 
varied from year to year. 
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Greek Independence Day & 

the Annunciation 
March 25

th
 

 

 
 

Greek Independence Day is a national holiday celebrated annually in Greece on March 25th, commemorating the 

beginning of the Greek War of Independence in 1821. Greece had been part of the Ottoman Empire since 1453. The 

Greek revolt was precipitated on March 25th, 1821, when Bishop Germanos of Patras raised the flag of revolution 

over the Monastery of Agia Lavra in the Peloponnese. The cry “Freedom or Death” became the motto of the revo-

lution.  
 

In celebration of Greek Independence Day, towns and villages throughout Greece hold a parade, during which 

schoolchildren march in traditional Greek costumes and carry Greek flags. There is also an armed forces parade 

in Athens.  

 
Greek Independence Day coincides with the Greek Orthodox Church’s celebration of the Annunciation to the The-

otokos, the Virgin Mary, when the Archangel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that she would bear the son 

of God. 25th of March is exactly 9 months before Christmas.  
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EASTER 
A MOVABLE FEAST 

 

Easter (Greek Πάσχα, Paskha) is a Christian festival and holiday celebrating 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day after his crucifix-
ion at Calvary (or Golgotha) as described in the New Testament. Easter is the cul-
mination of the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, 
prayer, and penance. 

The last week of Lent is called Holy Week, and 
it contains the days of the Easter Triduum, 

including Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy Thursday), commemorating 
the Last Supper and its preceding foot washing, as well as Good Friday, 
commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus. Easter is followed by a 
fifty-day period called Eastertide, or the Easter Season, ending with 
Pentecost Sunday. 

Easter customs include Easter Vigil, exclaiming the Paschal greeting 
(people greet other people with “Christ is Risen!” and the response is 
“Truly, He is Risen”) and decorating Easter eggs, a symbol of the empty 
tomb.  
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May Day/Labor Day 

May 1
st

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May Day on May 1st is a traditional spring holiday and people cele-
brate it as the day of flowers and spring: people usually weave 
wreaths of flowers and hang them on the outside of the houses. 
 

May Day coincides with International Workers' Day, a celebration of the international labour movement. May Day 

has long been a focal point for demonstrations commemorating the 1886 Haymarket affair in Chicago when trade 

unions revolted demanding an 8-hour working day and better working conditions.  

 

The day has long been established as a national holiday and all services and businesses remain closed. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Workers%27_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haymarket_affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago


 

 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit Monday 

Movable Holiday 

 

This is the day we honour the Holy Spirit for which the dove is often used as a symbol. The Feast comes right 

after the Feast of the Holy Pentecost on the preceding Sunday. The Feast commemorates the descent of the Holy 

Spirit upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost in the form of fiery tongues in fulfilment of the Lord’s 

promise to be “with us always”.  “And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them utter-

ance”.  (Acts 2:1–6 in all major bibles) 

 

The Feast of the Holy Pentecost is celebrated each 

year on the fiftieth day after the Great and Holy 

Feast of Pascha (Easter) and ten days after the 

Feast of the Ascension of Christ. The Feast is al-

ways celebrated on a Sunday. 

It also celebrates the establishment of the Church 

through the preaching of the Apostles and the bap-

tism of the thousands who on that day believed in 

the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus 

Christ. The Feast is also seen as the culmination of 

the revelation of the Holy Trinity.  

http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Acts&verse=2:1%E2%80%936&src=!


 

Prophet Elias Day 

 
July 20

th
 

   
 

 

The prophet Elijah, whose memory is honoured on the 20th of the month, is connected with rain and the tops of 

mountains. A small church dedicated to him can be found everywhere in Greece. He is greatly revered among the 

Orthodox as a model of the contemplative life.  

 

Elijah appeared before King Ahab to announce God's curse: "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I 

serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word." (1 Kings 17:1, NIV) Then 

Elijah fled to the brook Cherith, east of the Jordan River, where ravens brought him bread and meat. Elijah 

did not die. God sent chariots and horses of fire and took Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind.  

 

Under God's guidance, Elijah struck a heavy blow against the evil of false gods. He was an instrument 

for miracles against non-believers. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monasticism
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm
http://angels.about.com/od/MiracleBasics/a/Is-It-A-Miracle.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dormition of Theotokos 
AUGUST 15

th 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dormition of the Mother of God (Greek: Κοίμησις 

Θεοτόκου, Koímēsis Theotokos, literally translated as God-bearer) is 

a Great Feast. It is celebrated on August 15 and commemorates the 

"falling asleep" or death of Mary, the mother of Jesus and her bodily resurrection before being taken up into 

heaven. The Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven, as it is also called, is a major feast day and one of 

the official holidays in Greece. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theotokos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Feasts_of_the_Orthodox_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_the_mother_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Cross Day 
 

September 14
th
 

 
 

In the Christian liturgical calendar, there are several different Feasts of 

the Cross, all of which commemorate the cross used in the crucifixion of Je-

sus. These days celebrate the cross as the instrument of salvation. 

 

In Byzantine liturgical observance, the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-creating Cross (Greek: 

Ὕψωσις τοῦ Τιμίου καὶ Ζωοποιοῦ Σταυροῦ) commemorates both the finding of the True Cross in 326 and its recov-

ery from the Persians in 628, and is one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the church year. September 14 is always 

a fast day and the eating of meat, dairy products and fish is prohibited.  

 

According to legends that spread widely, the True Cross was discovered in 326 by Saint Helena, the mother of 

the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great, during a pilgrimage she made to Jerusalem.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_Cross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Rite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Feasts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodoxy#Fasting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_Cross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helena_of_Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_I_(emperor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrimage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCHI DAY (Anniversary of the “NO”) 

 

OCTOBER 28
th   

 

 
  

Ohi Day (also spelled Ochi Day, Greek: Επέτειος του «'Οχι» Epeteios tou “Ohi”, Anni-

versary of the “No”) is celebrated throughout Greece, Cyprus and the Greek communities 

around the world on October 28th each year to commemorate the rejection by Greek dicta-

tor Ioannis Metaxas of the ultimatum made by Italian dictator Benito Mussolini on Oc-

tober 28th, 1940.  

 

The ultimatum demanded that Greece allow Axis forces to enter Greek territory and oc-

cupy certain unspecified “strategic locations” or otherwise face war. It was allegedly answered with a sin-

gle laconic word: Όχι (No!). However, the actual reply was, Alors, c'est la guerre (Then, it is war). In response to 

Metaxas's refusal, Italian troops stationed in Albania, then an Italian protectorate, attacked the Greek border — it was 

the beginning of Greece's participation in World War II. On the morning of October 28th the Greek population took to the 

streets, irrespective of political affiliation, shouting “ochi”. 

  

After World War II, October 28th became a public holiday in Greece and Cyprus. Parades are staged by Greek communities 

around the world in celebration of Ohi Day. Soldiers, armoured vehicles and students parade through most Greek cities 

with an air of pride. On every anniversary, most public buildings and residences are decorated with Greek flags. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ioannis_Metaxas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimatum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benito_Mussolini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laconic_phrase
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protectorate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_flag


 

 

 

St. Michael’s Day 
November 8

th
 

 
 

 

 

 

Michael (Greek: Μιχαήλ, Mikhaḗl) is an archangel referred to as “Saint Michael the Archangel” and also as 

“Saint Michael”. Orthodox Christians refer to him as the “Taxiarch Archangel Michael” or simply “Archangel Mi-

chael”. 

In the Orthodox Church, Saint Michael’s principal feast day is November 8th when he is honoured, along with the 

rest of the “Bodiless Powers of Heaven” (i.e. angels), as their Supreme Commander.  

 

Eastern Orthodox Christians grant Michael the title “Archistrategos” or “Supreme Commander of the Heavenly 

Hosts”. In the New Testament, Michael leads God's armies against Satan's forces in the Book of Revelation, 

where during the war in heaven he defeats Satan. Christian sanctuaries to Michael appeared in the 4th century 

when he was first seen as a healing angel and then over time as a protector and the leader of the army of God 

against the forces of evil. 

 

According to Christian tradition the Archangel did not die, but continues being among people on Earth as a 

passenger or a beggar. Archangel Michael is believed to be a “living saint”. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archangel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxiarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_heaven


 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 
December 25

th
 

 

 

 

Christmas is a Christian 

holiday in memory of Jesus Christ’s birth. During this festive 

season, it is customary for people to decorate a Christmas tree 

or, as is the case in some parts of Greece, a model boat. 

Christmas is also a holiday when people spend time with their 

families and loved ones. Festive activities include exchanging 

Christmas presents and Christmas cards and joining in Christmas 

feasts. Images of baby Jesus, the Christmas star, and other sym-

bols associated with the religious meaning of Christmas are also 

seen.  

Christmas Day is a special day for children as they receive 

gifts. Many children believe in Santa Claus, or Father Christmas, a figure who is believed to bring presents 

to children. Some children write “letters to Santa” a few weeks before Christmas Day asking for a gift that 

they desire most.  

The message of Christmas “...and on earth peace” is one that our world desperately needs and one that can help 

bring us closer to others. 



 

 

 



January 13 

January Events (Lithuania)  

 

 

The January Events (Lithuanian: Sausio įvykiai) took place in Lithuania between January 11 and 13, 1991 in the aftermath of the Act of the Re-

Establishment of the State of Lithuania. As a result of Soviet military actions, 13 civilians were killed and around 700 injured. The events were cen-

tered in its capital, Vilnius, along with related actions in its suburbs and in the cities of Alytus, Šiauliai, Varėna, and Kaunas.  

 

Twenty-three years ago January 13, 1991 the world witnessed Lithuania’s darkest hour as it struggled to regain its freedom and sovereignty 

from the Soviet Union.  Eight months later, the USSR as we had known it throughout the Cold War years would no longer exist.  The dissolution of the 

USSR was long in coming, but Lithuania along with Latvia and Estonia (the three Baltic nations) created the spark that would lead to the collapse of 

the Soviet Union. 

 

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=/search%3Fq%3DSausio%2B13%2Bdiena%2BLaisv%25C4%2597s%2Bgyn%25C4%2597j%25C5%25B3%2Bdiena%26sa%3DX%26biw%3D1024%26bih%3D629&rurl=translate.google.lt&sl=lt&u=http://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sausio_13&usg=ALkJrhjo2EBUzz02pEE7vpX4I_oZadS1SA


 

February 16 

Lithuanian Independence Day 
In 1918. February 16. Council of Lithuania signed the Act of Independence of Lithuania.  

 

Lithuania first declared itself from Czarist Russia on February 16, 1918. They remained an independent nation till 1940, when the erstwhile So-

viet Union annexed it. After remaining under Soviet Union for almost 50 years, the Republic of Lithuania became independent once again in 1990. 

February 16 each year is celebrated as the Independence Day of Lithuania.  

 

How is Independence Day celebrated in Lithuania? 

Independence Day is celebrated in grand style in Lithuania. All the major cities organize festivities, public speeches, and parades, and other 

state-sponsored events. Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, holds public shows at the Lithuanian National Opera and Ballet Theater. The cathedral Square 

also organizes concerts, which are free for the public.  

 

 

 



March 04 
 

Užgavėnės 
 

 

Užgavėnės is a Lithuanian festival that takes place during the seventh week before Easter (Ash 

Wednesday). Its name in English means "the time before Lent". The celebration corresponds to Ro-

man Catholic holiday traditions in other parts of the world, such as Mardi Gras, Shrove Tuesday, and 

Carnival. 

Užgavėnės begins on the night before Ash Wednesday, when an effigy of winter (usually 

named Morė) is burnt. A major element of the holiday, meant to symbolize the defeat of winter in the 

Northern Hemisphere, is a staged battle between Lašininis ("porky") personifying winter and Ka-

napinis ("hempen man") personifying spring. Devils, witches, goats, the grim reaper, gypsies, and 

other joyful and frightening characters appear in costumes during the celebrations.  

The participants and masqueraders dance and eat the traditional dish of the holiday - pancakes with a variety of toppings, since round pancakes 

are a symbol of the returning sun. In Lithuania's capital Vilnius, the celebration takes place on Gediminas Avenue, as well as at many youth organiza-

tions. The festival is a major event at Rumšiškės park.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrove_Tuesday
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rum%C5%A1i%C5%A1k%C4%97s


April 20-21 
 

Easter 
 

Easter (Old English Ēostre; Latin: Pascha; Greek Πάσχα Paskha, the latter 

two derived from Hebrew:          Pesaḥ) is a Christian festival and holiday cele-

brating their surjection of Jesus Christ on the third day after his crucifix-

ion at Calvary as described in the New Testament. Easter is the culmination of 

the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, 

and penance. 

 

The last week of Lent is called Holy Week, and it contains the days of 

the Easter Tritium, including Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy Thursday), 

commemorating the Last Supper and its preceding foo washing, as well as Good 

Friday, commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus. Easter is followed by 

a fifty-day period called Eastertide, or the Easter Season, ending with Pentecost 

Sunday. 

 

Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover by much of its symbolism, as well as by its position in the calendar. In many languages, the words for 

"Easter" and "Passover" are identical or very similar. Easter customs vary across the Christian world, and include sunrise services, exclaiming 

the Paschal greeting, clipping the church and decorating Easter eggs, a symbol of the empty tomb. Additional customs that have become associated 

with Easter and are observed by both Christians and some non-Christians include egg hunting, the Easter Bunny, and Easter parades. 

 



The first of May on Sunday 
 

Mother's Day 
 

 

Mother's Day Lithuania celebrated on the first of May on Sunday (officially since 1928 

years). This festival Lithuanians known since ancient times. On this day, mothers welcomes 

children and men, they strive for that day to do all the household chores. Mother's Day is not 

just celebrated in the spring. Mother synonymous with the underground. As she raises her 

children, and the earth bring the harvest.  

 

Mother of the concept and features of the ancient times till now changed significantly. From folk know that everyone cares previously fell on 

the shoulders of mothers. They dominate the whole farm, supervised mercenaries worked all household work, children. They are going through a diffi-

cult separation from her daughters and releasing them for unloved men, heavy with the release of their sons, being issued in the war, their painful 

death. Proverbs about the mother said: "Soft mother's hands, but it's hard to tears."  

 

Modern mother is no longer just housewives, guardian of the family hearth. Many of them are self-employed women, not only with children, 

but also working in a job that, according to the previous concept, it would be considered masculine. Earlier, the mother nourished not only three, but 

seven or even ten children. The current produces a mother of one, two children, rarely up to four children.  

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmotinos%2Bdiena%26biw%3D1024%26bih%3D629&rurl=translate.google.lt&sl=lt&u=http://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gegu%25C5%25BE%25C4%2597&usg=ALkJrhhqq3MGmYwQGLisstra40UygvhN8w


On the night of June 23 to June 24 
 

St. John's Festival 
  

St. John's Festival is celebrated on 24 December., as well as on the night 

of June 23 to June 24., around the time when the Northern Hemisphere is the 

longest day and the shortest night (summer solstice).  

 

The origins of this holiday Lithuania - Dew festival, often referred to in 

the plural (Dew). After the baptism of the festival associated with St. John the 

Baptist's birth. Although the festival was Christianized, the old traditions re-

mained the same. The surviving ancient elements - water, fire, vegetation symbol-

ism, such customs as weave wreaths, love and wedding spells žoliavimas and 

kupoliavimas, fern ring quest, bonfires, firing, jumping over the fire, and so on. 

(For details see. Dew). Christianized rituals instead of bitter - Kupolė grasses decorated with crosses, through prayers priestesses herbs instead of burn 

victims of animal used for animal pictures, figurines.  

 

There is a custom of the Midsummer Day guess the air. They say that if St. John's starry night, this Christmas will be a cold and snowy. If Mid-

summer Night Partly, this Christmas will be rainy and windy. If St. John's rainy night, this Christmas will be snowy, with snowstorms. In the St. John's 

usually judge the harvest if the Midsummer Day "kit easily fills Žalnierukas (vandenuko), it is easy to be filled with grain aruodėlis. And "if the Mid-

summer Day sun quickly dries paklodėlę this winter starving children and moteriškėlės. These folk predictions went from mouth to mouth in the north-

ern Lowlands and southern Latvian lands. Research in support of these predictions has not been completed, but the farmers recognize the Midsummer 

rain yield very useful.  

 

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=/search%3Fq%3Djonin%25C4%2597s%26biw%3D1024%26bih%3D629&rurl=translate.google.lt&sl=lt&u=http://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bir%25C5%25BEelio_23&usg=ALkJrhifOTNN460hSPS3a3crgmGRCGTX4w
http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=/search%3Fq%3Djonin%25C4%2597s%26biw%3D1024%26bih%3D629&rurl=translate.google.lt&sl=lt&u=http://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25C5%25A0vent%25C4%2597&usg=ALkJrhh37aW7nj9t1AbgWRcO1KcS2yZCFQ


July 6 
 
 

Lithuanian King Mindau-

gas Coronation Day 
 

 
 

 

State (Lithuanian King Mindaugas Coronation) Day. On this day in 1253 was crowned the first and only King of Lithuania. Celebrated since 

1991. 

 

Mindaugas (or Mindowg in other spelling) (ca. 1203 – fall 1263) was the first known Grand Duke of Lithuania and the only King of Lithuania. 

Little is known of his origins, early life, or rise to power; he is mentioned in a 1219 treaty as an elder duke, and in 1236 as the leader of all the Lithua-

nians. The contemporary and modern sources discussing his ascent mention strategic marriages along with banishment or murder of his rivals. He ex-

tended his domain into regions southeast of Lithuania proper during the 1230s and 1240s. In 1250 or 1251, during the course of internal power strug-

gles, he was baptized as a Roman Catholic; this action enabled him to establish an alliance with the Livonian Order, a long-standing antagonist of the 

Lithuanians. During the summer of 1253 he was crowned King of Lithuania, ruling between 300,000 and 400,000 subjects. 

 

 



September 1 
 

Science and 

Knowledge Day 
 

 

 

1st of September - beginning of the new academic year in all Lithuanian educational institutions: primary and secondary schools, colleges and 

universities. On this day, first class for the first time go to school, so this is a new experience for them feast. Other after summer vacation meet fellow 

classmates.  While in school a child grow up, mature, learn not only academic subjects, but also communication, good feelings. Man learns most of his 

life - his childhood and youth. So on September 1st as a lifetime celebration.  

In towns and villages, well-dressed students arrive at school with a bunch of flowers. The celebration begins when children stand in line and are 

welcomed by the director of the school and the teachers. Senior students read poetry and perform songs.  Older pupils hold the hands of younger ones 

and take them to class, nicely encouraging them.  

 



October 5 

Constitution Day 
 

In 1992 25 October. Lithuanian citizens in a referendum adopted the current Con-

stitution of the Republic of Lithuania. Constitution (Latin constitution "setting") - 

is the main law of the State with the highest legal power down the country's politi-

cal, legal and economic systems. First of all, Lithuania is an independent demo-

cratic republic, relying on the principles of democracy. Lithuanian law nations. 

(Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania)  

 

October 25, the Constitution Day, is a very significant date for all people 

of Lithuania.   

It is a day when people took a decision to live in an independent democrat-

ic republic, to respect the acknowledged values and human rights, to perform stat-

ed duties, and to govern the state. The Constitution is not only the main legal doc-

ument of a state. It is an expression of the will of all Lithuanians to live and cher-

ish while following this particular state model. In comparison to other countries, the Constitution of Lithuania is fairly young; however, we can be 

proud of the state’s agreement which lasts 21 years already and is considered to be a strong foundation for the growth and development of our state. 

There is no reason to doubt that the Constitution is a landmark in the administration of justice before courts. The Constitution should be remembered 

first as a main standard of value if difficult questions arise. 

 



November 2 
 

All Souls' Day 
 

 

 

All Souls' Day - a celebration of the dead. Families visit the graves of the dead, light the candles, it is believed that the dead also comes with 

living.  

 

All Souls' Day, Lithuanians celebrated since ancient times. It's still a pagan celebration. It was believed that a dying body is separated from the 

ghost, which then communicates with the living, they regularly attend. Lithuanian folk songs, said that the dead man sat up in the "ghost bench, the 

beloved mother becomes a ghost, and the daughter - daughter-ghost, that they go through the" Gate of Souls. "It was believed that ghosts dwell in their 

online sites and visit favorite time - the somber autumn. Not in vain, and in November, people in ancient times was called the ghost month. 

 

All Soul's Day in Lithuania is a day to remember the dead. When autumn comes to the end and all the work outside is done, Lithuanians carry 

out special rituals honoring the souls of their dead ancestors. Candles are lit at gravesite memorials and in churches on this day.  

 

The ritual traditions of commemorating the dead are directly related to people's belief that on that day the souls of the dead return to the earth, 

to their homes. Therefore, the souls of the dead are happy to receive some respect and to be treated according to the rituals of the ancestors. 

 

 



December 24  

Kūčios 

 

 

Kūčios is the traditional Christmas Eve dinner in Lithuania, held on the twenty fourth of December. The meal is a family occasion which in-

cludes many traditions of both pagan and Christian origin. The name of the feast may be related to the traditional Christmas Eve meal kutia. 

 

Everyone in a family makes a special effort to come home for the Christmas Eve supper, even from great distances. They make the journey not 

so much for the meal as for the sacred ritual of Kūčios. Kūčios draws the family members closer, banding everyone together and strengthening the 

family ties. In this spirit, if a family member has died that year or cannot attend the meal (only for very serious reasons) an empty place is left at the 

table. A plate is still placed on the table and a chair is drawn up, but no spoons, knives or forks are set. A small candle is placed on the plate and lit 

during the meal. It is believed that the spirit of the deceased family member participates in the Kūčios along with everyone. 

 

For the Christmas Eve dinner, the table is prepared is a special way. A handful of fine hay is spread evenly on the table which is a reminder that 

Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger on hay. The table is then covered with a pure white tablecloth, set with plates and decorated with sym-

bols of the life force, which sustains the human world according to pagan beliefs. These include fir boughs, candles, and a bundle of un-thrashed rye, 

which traditionally pagan families would bind around its apple trees the next day.  



 



January 
6th January  The Three Kings  

 

This is the official end of Christmas . ‘’ K+M+B’’ is written 

above doorways with blessed chalk - the sign represents the 

initials of the Three Kings – Gaspar, Melchior , Balthazar. 

 

 

 

 

 

February 
27

th
 February ( the day changes within years) 

  

Shrove Thursday 

 

The last Thursday before Lent.  Poles eat a lot of doughnuts. They feast before Lent. 

 

 

 



 

March 
8

th
 March International Women’s Day 

 

 Flower shops are crowded with men buying flowers for women.  

 

 

April 
 

Easter ( the date of it changes within years) 

 

Easter related traditions take place from Palm Sunday to Wet Monday. 

Lots of  Poles go to churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 
3

rd
 May  The Constitution of Poland  

 

It was written on 3 May 1791 as the first such document in Europe. 

 

 

June 
 

19th June  Corpus Christi 
  

A Roman Catholic celebration. On the days processions take place in the whole country. They leave 

churches and continue on the streets with banners, holy pictures. They stop at 4 altars , made on the 

streets, sing and pray. 

 



July 
25th July         Safe Driver Day 

 

On the day Roman Catholic liturgy remembers St Christopher  

who is the patron saint of travelers. People pray for safety in 

churches. Their cars are blesses with holy water.  

 

 

August 
15th August  Armed Forces Day 

 

Day to commemorate the anniversary of the 1920 victory over 

Soviet Russia at the Battle of Warsaw During Polish-Soviet 

War. 

 

 

 



September 
 

1st September the invasion of Poland by Germany and  the Soviet 

Union. It marks the beginning of World War II in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

October 
14th October    Teacher’s Day  

 

Teachers get flowers and good wishes in return for their hard work, students prepare perfor-

mances for them. 

On the day we celebrate the creation of The Commission of National Education.  

 

 



November 
1st November   All Saints’ Day 

 

Graves are decorated with flowers and lit candles, people pray there 

 

11th November  - National Independence  Day  

Day to commemorate the anniversary of regaining  the independent Polish state In 1918. 

There are marches, flowers are lied, candles are lit at the monument s of killed soldiers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 
24th December Christmas Eve 

 

A Communion –like wafer is shared among family members to establish peaceful relations for 

the coming year, a 12 dish supper is eaten. 

  

 



 
 



 

January 6th Epiphany 

  
. 
The Epiphany is a feast at beginning of the year, connected with Christmas. On January 6th we celebrate the coming of the Magi, 
Persian priests, and The end of Christmas cycle dedicating that day to the adoration of the Magi. The popular traditions concerning the 
Epiphany  begin in the week before, usually in the evening, groups of people visit the houses of the village, preceded by a person holding 
a pole, on which hangs a star of paper, containing a small light at the center.  
The whole company sings in chorus: "From East we left with the guidance of a star." The custom of gifts is typical of these festivals and  
the personification of the so called Befana derives from it. This character is a kind of fairy or witch, and therefore beneficial, but 
sometimes even evil: she brings to the good children toys and sweets, while the bad ones she brings coal. Children wait for presents to 
be put in a sock ready at night, just for this purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                     February Carnival   

Carnival is a festive season that precedes Lent.It has always been the party of the children but also of adults.  The word Carnival  
probably comes from the medieval Latin "carnem levare", or "remove meat”. In Italy, a country of great carnival tradition, there are many 
events that attract crowds of tourists and fans, but in the  past centuries the most spectacular Carnival was celebrated in the capital.The 
Roman Carnival was encouraged by the Popes themselves, The Carnival celebrations in Rome culminated in the so-called " 
Berbers’race", namely of Berber horses.  
There are different types of manifestations of Carnival which have achieved a certain notoriety at a national level, usually for a few 
features that sets it apart, like the Carnival of Ivrea with the famous and original oranges’ battle,and the Carnival of Venice and Viareggio. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 



 

  March 8th  women’s day 

 
 
 
 Women's Day is celebrated on  the eighth of March of each year, to commemorate  the social, political and economic  achievements of  
women. The custom of giving  a small branch of yellow flowers of mimosa dates back to 1946 and the selection is the result of a 
seasonal rhythm: the particular type of acacia  with small yellow dots, blooms between late February and early March . 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                       April 25th Liberation day 

 
  

 

 

 

Liberation Day is a date with memory and with the celebration of a historic day for Italy, April 25  is 
considered a national holiday and is marked on the calendar in red. This is the day in which we 
celebrate a crucial historical event : the liberation of Italy from Nazi-Fascists at the end of the 
Second World War. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                               May 1St Workers’ day 

 
 
The first of May, we celebrate the Feast of Job: an event that helps everyone not to forget the fundamental importance of certain rights 
which, over time, workers have won through hard work and sacrifice. Today, this event is an opportunity for leisure and recreation, the 
right time for a well-deserved break from the stress and the commitments of the week. A lot of people, according to the Italian tradition, 
choose to spend these twenty-four hours in tasty picnics or outdoor barbecues with friends. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                 June 29th St.Paul and St.Peter’s Day 
 

 

This feast day is celebrated on June 29. The day commemorates the martyrdom of two saints, the two great Apostles, Saint Peter and St. 

Paul. Peter was the leader of the apostles and the first pope. Paul was born Saul, but converted to Christianity on the road to Damas-

cus.They had been imprisoned in the infamous Mamertine Prison of Rome and both had foreseen their approaching death. It is said that 

they were martyred at the command of Emperor Nero.Even though they were killed on the same day, their method of execution would 

have differed.Saint Peter was crucified, whereas Saint Paul would have been beheaded with a sword as he was a Roman citizen and 

afforded a quicker execution.On June 29, coastal and island communities may decorate their boats and wharfs to give praise to St. Peter, 

who was the patron saint of fishermen. St. Paul was known for his hand craft.This is probably one of the oldest feast days celebrated in 

the Christian calendar.The feast of St Peter and St Paul is known as a 'Solemnity'.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

July 16th Madonna of Carmel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the patron saint of the Carmelite Order, is celebrated on the 16th of July. 
According to tradition, the Virgin Mary appeared to St. Simon Stock, a member of the order. During 
the vision she revealed the scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel to him. The Carmelites claim that 
their order goes back to ancient times and that it was founded on Mount Carmel in Palestine by the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha  In Italy, especially in the south, the festivity is celebrated by those who 
are devoted to the Blessed Virgin and who signal their devotion by always wearing the brown 
scapular. On this day there are many processions in the streets of many towns with all the devotees 
wearing their scapulars and singing hymns to the Madonna. 
 

 



 

 

                              August 15
th

: Ferragosto 

                                            

It’s an ancient Italian festival celebrated on the 15th August which dates back to the Romans and that has been first, incorporated by the 

Christian faith and later by Fascism and then by popular culture. The ancient Ferragosto had the purpose of linking the main August 

festivities to provide a suitable period of rest,  necessary after the hard labour of the previous weeks. The festivities included horse 

racing, and the labour animals like oxen and donkeys were rested and decorated with flower garlands. The Catholic Church celebrates 

this date as a Holy Day of Obligation to commemorate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the physical elevation of her sinless 

soul and incorrupt body, into Heaven. Starting from the second half of the 1920s, in the mid-August period, the regime organised, through 

the Fascist leisure and recreational organisations, hundreds of popular trips, due to the setting up of the “People’s Trains of Ferragosto“, 

at discounted price. This gave the opportunity to less well of families to travel and it was during these people’s trips that the majority of 

Italian families had for the first time the chance to see with their own eyes the sea, the mountains and the cities of art. Today, Ferragosto 

is still honoured as a feast day, and families take a short holiday. Of course, huge meals, even in the hottest temperatures are central to 

the festivities, as well as taking in the sights of the beautiful Perseid Meteor Shower which takes place in this time, and celebrating with 

extravagant firework displays. 

  

 

 



 

              Septemper 16th Our Lady of Sorrow( Addolorata) 

 

 

 
The feast of Mary SS.Addolorata is celebrated with great devotion in Palazzolo (4 festivals  
are celebrated in this place more or less with the same characteristics: the "svelata" of the 
simulacrum, "a sciuta" at1.00 p.m.  the fireworks, A lot of people come  to assist  the exit of 
the statue of Our Lady at 13.00 o'clock in the churchyard of the Church of S. Antonio 
Abate ,with impressive fireworks, and traditional "nzareddi." A procession  goes  through the 
streets where  the Madonna is welcomed by sliding on a rope two papier mache angels  
while the Ave Maria by Schubert  is sung and  several multi-colored stripes are launched 
everywhere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        October 4 Feast of St. Francis, Patron of Italy 

 
 

 

 

St. Francis was proclaimed Patron Saint of Italy  in 1939 by Pope Pius XII. 
Since then every 4 October Italy has celebrated the Saint of the Holy Stigmata.  
Obviously in Assisi this event has many different activities but the most famous is  the delivery of the blessed oil that is used to power the 
votive lamp that burns in the crypt of St. Francis. The oil burning in the lamp becomes a source of light and blessing and guidance in the 
journey of the Christian Faith.  

 
 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 



 

 

                   November 2
nd

: All souls day 

 

 
 
 
All soul’s day is celebrated on the second of November. In Italy the people visit their dead relatives in the cemeteries, they tidy the graves, 
set flowers, pray and light candles. In Sicily, in particular, there is a tradition: children are given presents and they believe gifts are 
delivered  by their  dead relatives. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                  December  25th: Italian Christmas Cakes 

 

 

Christmas is celebrated with passion in Italy. Nothing says Christmas more than family, big meals and traditions celebrated through the 
centuries. A Catholic country, also having the Pope residing here, brings Christmas very close to home. Traditions live long lives in 
Italian households.There is usually a big Christmas lunch that lasts all afternoon on December 25th in Italian homes. No holiday 
meal is complete without dessert, but when it comes to traditional Italian Christmas cakes, the choice is panettone or pandoro. Panettone 
is a Christmastime cake that hails from Milan. The cake dough requires several hours to make because it must be cured in a way similar 
to sourdough, rising and falling three times before being baked. Pandoro is a Christmas cake that originated in Verona. True to its name 
(pan d’oro means ‘golden bread’) the cake has a bright yellow colour. Pandoro is traditionally a star-shaped cake that is dusted with 
powdered sugar. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY 
The three wise men - 6

th
 January. 

 

 

 

The three 

wise men is 

celebrated in Spain., 

and their nams are 

Melchor, Gaspar and 

Baltasar. They come 

in the night of 5
th
 

January and give 

presents to the 

children. The families meet 

the 6
th

 January and eat the 

kings cake, the kings cake is 

a cake which is round and is 

stuffed with, cream, 

chocolate and topped with 

fruit. There is a little present 

hidden in it, the one who 

finds it will be the of the  

ouse. If you find a bean also 

hidden, you will buy it next 

year. 

 

 

Saint Anthony 17
th

 

Jnuary 
The festival is 

celebrated on the square of 

the city and we celebrate the 

day of the animals. The 

people take the animals to 

the square and the priest of 

the city blesses all the 

animals with holy water.   

                                                                                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

3
RD

 FEBRUARY 
 

 

 
 

 
San Blas is a festival which is celebrated all over Spain, February 3, people 
often go with friends in the mountains and eat the typical roll of San Blas. 

San Blas is a day that school children of Maria Auxiliadora of Algemesi really 
like, because we go to the mountain and have lunch together 

 
 

 



MARCH 

 

 

19TH Saint Joseph day 
  

The Falles  is a traditional celebration held in commemoration of Saint Joseph in 

the city of Valencia, in Spain. The term Falles refers to both the celebration and 

the monuments created during the celebration. A number of towns in the Valencian Community have similar 

celebrations inspired by the original one in Valencia. 

Each neighbourhood of the city has an organized group of people, 

the Casal faller, that works all year long holding fundraising parties and 

dinners, usually featuring the famous dish, paella, a specialty of the 

region. Each casal faller produces a construction known as a falla which 

is eventually burnt in the evening of the 19th March. A casal faller is also 

known as a comissió fallera. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Joseph
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valencia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valencian_Community
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paella


 
 

 

 

 
 

EASTER EGGS                                       EASTER VALENCIAN CAKE: MONA DE PASCUA 

 

Easter is a Christian festival and holiday celebrating of the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day after his cruci-

fixion. We celebrate Easter the next Sunday after the spring equinox. Easter is celebrated in christian countries. We 

buy a type of cake called Easter cake and eggs. We paint the eggs and on Sunday we eat the cake and the eggs.On 

Easter Sunday  people go to the countryside to eat with friends or family. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  MAY 24
TH

 Maria 

Auxiliadora’s day 

 

 

The Maria Auxiliadora’s day is celebrated on the 24th May in the 

school. All students go to the church and 

have a mass, after that pupils do different ac-

tivities, like games in the playground. The old-

oldest students celebrate their last year at 

school, they sing Gaudeamus in front of the 

all the school. Later all students of secondary 

go to the cinema and have lunch together. 

 

 

 



JUNE 

24
th
 June Saint John’s Festival 

 

 

The traditional midsummer party in Catalonia is the celebration in honour 

of Sant Joan (St. John the Baptist) and takes place on the evening of 

June 23. Bonfires are lit and a set of firework displays usually takes 

place. On the Mediterranean coast, especially in Catalonia and València, 

special foods, such as Coca de Sant Joan, are also served on this 

occasion. In Alicante, since 1928, the bonfires of Saint John has 

developed into elaborate constructions inspired by 

the Fallas of Valencia. In Spain, ancient pre-Christian traditions related 

to fire festivities are still among the most popular. Bonfires are lit in the streets or on the sand of the 

beaches, the rituals are jumping over the fire, touching the water that is 

blessed in the night or making wishes, and there are fireworks too. Special 

meals are also served on this occasion. One of the centers of the festival is 

in Ciutadella; but many different cities and towns have their own unique 

traditions associated with the festival. Midsummer tradition is also especially 

strong in northern areas of the country, such as Galicia.  

Bonfires are also used in the Basque country to celebrate San Juan Eguna, (the 

feast of St. John the Baptist), which marks the Basque Summer Solstice. In some towns the celebration is 

supplemented with more festivities and dances.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicante
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonfires_of_Saint_John
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valencia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciutadella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basque_Country_(autonomous_community)


25th JULY SAINT JAMES - SANTIAGO 

 

 
 

This day is the day of the saint patron of Spain, on 25th July. The main events take place in Santiago de Compostela, in the north 

west of Spain, this city is the final stage of the famous “Way of Santiago”. At the end of the way there is the cathedral of St. 

James, and in the cathedral there are the relics of the saint apostle. The ancient city is A Heritage of the Humanity for the 

Unesco from 1985. 



 

15th AUGUST 

THE ASSUMPION OF 

MOTHER OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

This feast is celebrated on 15th August in Spain.  

Many churches and parishes throughout Spain make festival in honour of the 

Virgin. 

In Elx (Alicante, Spain) an ancient religious play is performed in the church, many 

people of the town participate in it. The actors are only men. 



SEPTEMBER 

Day of the “Mare de Déu de la Salut” the 7th and 8th of 

September . 

  

 
 The day of “ la Mare de 

Déu de la Salut” is a fes-

tival celebrated by the 

people of Algemesí. It is 

held in commemoration 

of “la Mare de Déu de la Salut” (Virgin of  

Health). In this event various dances are involved which are: "muixeranga, 

les llauradores, els pastorets, els tornejants, els bastonets and other popular 

dances from Algemesí. It was declarated “Intangible Cultural Hertage of 

Humanity” in 2011. All the people of Algemesí participate in the events. 

 



 

9
th

 OCTOBER DAY OF VALENCIAN COMMUNITY 
On the day of Sant Donis, Valencia celebrates the triumphal entry of King James I to 

the city, and the day of Valencia since the Statute of Autonomy was passed.  

Also on the occasion of the celebrations of the Valencian Community, the night of Oc-

tober 8th international fireworks festival that brings together artists from various 

countries pyrotechnic held. Happens in the old Turia between Bridge and Gateway Aragon 

Expo.  

 

Sant Donis is also considered the day of Valencia in love and tradition says men have 

to give women "the Mocadorà" a cravat keeping garden products made with marzipan and 

"piuleta" and "tronaor ", reminiscent of two types of rockets being fired commemorat-

ing the day of the Conquest. 

 
 



 
12

TH
 OCTOBER THE HISPANIC DAY 

This day we celebrate the Discovery of America in 1492 and October 12 has been consid-

ered as a memorable day because then contact between Europe and America started, 

which culminated in the "meeting of two worlds that transforms the lives and worldviews of 

both Europeans and Americans.  

 

 

 

 

 



1
st
 NOVEMBER 

 

It is an international celebration and in Spain, inside the catholic tradition, a visit is realized to THE 

CEMENTRIES, where lie the dear beings, who already have died, leave flowers in the tombs and pray for them. 

There are some typical cakes for this festival: bones of saint, made of marzipan and egg cream or “bunyols” a 

kind of doughnuts. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6
th

 DECEMBER 
 

CONSTITUTION DAY 

 

 

 

                                  Constitution Day, marks the anniversary of a referendum held in Spain on 

December 6, 1978. This was an important step in Spain's transition to becoming a constitutional 

monarchy and democracy, after many years of dictatorship under General Franco.  

                     Constitution Day is a quiet day off work for most people. They spend time at home 

relaxing with family members or close friends. However many official events are held and people 

can visit the Parliament. 

 

 



JANUARY 
 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

  1 
New Year’s day 

 

2 3 4 5 

6 
Epiphany 

 

7 8 9 10 Act 

 
11 of the  

12 
Restablishm
ent 

 

13 14 15 16 
17  
Saint 
Anthony  

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   



FEBRUARY 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

     1 2 

3 

San 

Blas

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
14  

Saint  

 Valentine 

 

15 16 

 

Lithuanian 

 Independence  

Day 

17 18 19 20 21 

Carnavale 

22 23 

24 

25  

Shrove Tuesday 

26 27 28   



MARCH 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

     1 2 

3 

 

4 5 6 7 8 

International Women 

Day  

9 

10 11 12 

 Uzgavénés 

 

13 14 

 

15 16 

 

17 18 19 

Saint Jo-

seph 

 

20 21 22 

Nevruz celebrations 

 

23 

24/ 

31 

25 

Greek Inde-

pendence Day 

 

26 27 28 29 30 



APRIL 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17   18  19 20  

   Holy Thursday 

 

 

Good Friday 

 

 Easter Sunday 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

    Liberation Day 

 

  

28 29 30     

 



MAY 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

   1 

Labour Day 

 

2 3 

Poland  

Constitution Day 

 

4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

M.Auxiliadora’sDay 

 

25 

26 

The Com-

memoration 

of  Atatürk, 

youth and 

sports 

day

 

27 28 29 30 31  



JUNE 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

      1 

2 

Republic 

Day  

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 

Pentecostes 

 

10 11 

The Plateau 

Festival 

 

12 13 14 

Day of Mourning 

and Hope 

 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 

Saint John 

 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

Saint Paul & 

Saint Peter 

 

30 31      

 



JULY 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

 

 

1 2 3 4 

5  
Narseddin Hoca 

Festival  

6  
 Lithuania King 

Mindaugas Corona-
tion Day 

Narseddin Hoca 
Festival 

7 Narsed-
din Hoca 

 

8 Narseddin 
Hoca Festi-

val  

9 
 Narseddin Ho-

ca  

10 
Narseddin Hoca  

11 12 13 

14 15 16 
Madonna del 

Carmelo 

 

17 18 19 20 Prophet Elias Day 

 

21 22 23 24 25 Saint James day 
Safe Driver Day 

 

26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 

 



AUGUST 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Žolinės  

Ferragosto  

The Dormition of Theotokos  
 

Asunción de la Virgen  

 

 

 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

 Day of the black ribbon  

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Victory Day in Turkey  

 

 

 

 

 



SEPTEMBER 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

1 

Science & 

knowledge day 

 

Beginning od 

II WW 

 

2 

Primary National 

Week 

 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 

Our Lady of 

Health 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

Holy Cross 

Day 

 

15 16 

Our Lady of 

Sorrow 

 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

 



OCTOBER 

Monday Tuesday Wenesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

  1 2 3 4 

Saint Francis 

 

5  

Eid-al-Adha  

6 7 8 9  
Day of 
the Va-
lencian 
Community 

10 11 12  
Hispanic day 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

 Ochi day  
Anniversary 
of the  "No" 

29  

REPUBLIC DAY 

 

30 31    



 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

     1 All Saints’ Day 

 

2 All Souls' 
Day 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 St. Michael’s Day 

 

9 

10 11 National Inde-
pendence Day 

 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6  

CONSTITUTION 

DAY 

 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 

Şeb-i Aruz 

 
 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 

Christmas Eve 

 

25  

Christmas Day 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


